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Barbados has signed a technical cooperation 
agreement with Argentina that will see the two 
countries collaborating in three areas.

Argentine Ambassador Gustavo Martinez 
Pandiani and Barbados’ Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Maxine McClean signed the document  
at Accra Beach Hotel on Wednesday ahead of the 
start of a two-day Argentine-Caribbean regional 
cooperation workshop.

While outlining several projects that Argentina 
will be organising in Barbados over the course of 
this year, Pandiani pledged the agreement would 
not be mere words.

The two countries established diplomatic 
relations in 1968, and an Argentine Embassy 
was reopened here in 2013 and there have been 
continuing efforts to advance the relationship. 

Commitment

McClean said yesterday the government of 
Argentina continued to exhibit “an unwavering 
commitment to providing technical assistance  
to Barbados in the area of agriculture, especially 
in the fisheries and the dairy sectors”. She also 
said it was critical to enhance the language skills 
of Barbadian children and citizens by improving 
the quality of Spanish training offered in schools 
and institutions.

The emphasis is on agro-industry, the teaching 
of Spanish as a second language and development 
of the small and medium-sized enterprises in the 
participating countries. 

Representatives from Antigua and Barbuda, 
Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, St 
Lucia, St Kitts and Nevis, St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago are 
participating in the workshop. 

Pandiani explained this was part of Argentina’s 
efforts to contribute to the sustainable 
development of the region in general and 
to consolidate the relationship between the 
Caribbean and Latin America in the long run.

To share knowledge

He said considering his country’s historic roots 
in agriculture, in these times when food security 
was a global concern, Argentina was “more than 
willing to share the knowledge we have acquired 
during the last two centuries”.

Three Argentine experts are sharing their 
knowledge in creating micro, small and  
medium enterprises.  
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